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Building Resilient Communities



Biomass Energy 
Resource Center (BERC)

BERC is a national not - for -profit organization working to 

promote responsible use of biomass for energy.

BERCôs mission is to achieve a healthier environment, 

strengthen local economies, and increase energy security 

across the United States by developing sustainable biomass 

systems at the community level.



Broadening The Idea of

Distributed Energy

ÅDistributed Energy (DE) is not only about 

electrical power. 

Å It is also about making communities more 

resilient by controlling fossil fuel heating costs.

ÅUsing renewable fuels for District Energy (ñthe 

other DEò) gives a powerful way to plug renewable  

energy into a whole downtown.

Å Biomass District Energy can help reduce the 

huge outflow of energy dollars from Vermont 

communities.



What is Biomass District Energy all 
about?

ÅMunicipal infrastructure  

ÅWood - fired central energy plants

Å Piped hot water heat distribution to downtown 

buildings

ÅWood - fired central plant power production (CHP) 

where feasible

Å Displacing oil and gas heating bills



Community District Energy Systems

Wood - fired central heating plant, with buried 

hot water piping to individual buildings


